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Liliana Gerding, IMO mamei 
Georgeta, la trei ani de la  

trecerea în  
Împărăția Domnului. 

The Pious Saint Parascheva of Jassy 
 

      Iasi, the capital of Moldavia, is situated in the 
North-Eastern part of Romania. Inside its cathedral, 
in a silver coffin, lie the relics of Saint Parascheva. 
She is considered the Patron Saint and Protector of 
Moldavia and each year, on October the 14th, on 
the Saint’s Day, hundreds of thousands of people 
from all over the country and abroad come to Iasi 
to entreat the saint to intercede for them.  Her holy 
relics were brought to Iasi in 1641 by Prince Vasile 
Lupu. In the Eastern Orthodox tradition there are 
three different saints known as St. Parascheva. The 
first one was born in Rome, in the 2nd century.  The second one 
was born in Iconia and she died in the 3rd century. The third 
one, the one whose relics are sheltered in the metropolitan ca-
thedral in Iasi, Romania, lived around the year 1000 A.D. and is 
the best known and the most widely revered by Eastern Ortho-
dox Christians. Variations of her name include: St. Parascheva 
of Tirnovo, St. Parascheva the Serbian, St. Parascheva of Bel-
grade, St. Parascheva the New, St. Parascheva the Young, and 
St. Parascheva of the Balkans. In America, she is the patron of 
ARFORA and of the church in St. Laurent, QC.                          St. 
Parascheva was born at the beginning of the 11th century A.D. 
into a wealthy, noble, and pious Christian family in the town of 
Epivat (now in Turkey) on the shores of the Marmara Sea. At 
the age of ten, while attending the Liturgy, she heard the words, 
“Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross, and follow me”(Marcu 8, 34). The words of the 
Lord had a profound effect on the young girl, and they became 
the subject of her meditations. The saint began to cloth the poor 
in her expensive clothes. (Continued on page 4) 

CUVIOASA SFÂNTA PARASCHEVA 
DE LA IAȘI 

 
     Iași, capitala Moldovei este așezat în Nord-
Estul României. În Catedrala metropolei, într-o 
casetă de argint, străjuiesc moaștele Sfintei Para-
scheva. Ea este socotită sfânta patroană și ocroti-
toare a Moldovei și în fiecare an, în 14 oc-
tombrie, ziua Sfintei, sute de mii de credincioși 
din țară și de pretutindeni vin la Iași ca să roage 
pe sfânta să mijlocească pentru ei. Sfintele sale 
moaște au fost aduse în Iași de Voievodul Vasile 
Lupu. În Europa de Răsărit sunt trei sfinte cu-

noscute sub numele de Parascheva. Prima a fost născută la Ro-
ma, în veacul al 2-lea. A doua, a fost născută în Iconia și a 
adormit în Domnul în veacul al 3-lea. A treia, ale cărei moaște 
se odihnesc în catedrala din Iași, a trăit după anul 1,000 A.D. și 
este cea mai cunoscută și cel mai mult cinstită de către 
Creștinii Ortodocși. Este cunoscută sub mai multe nume, 
printre care :                              Sf. Paracheva de la Tîrnovo, Sfânta 
Paraschiva Sârbă, Sf. Paracheva de la Belgrad, Sfânta 
Parascheva cea tânără și Sfânta Paracheva a Balcanilor. În 
America de Nord, ea este patroana asociației femeilor, 
ARFORA și patroană a bisericii din St. Laurent, QC.  
     Sf. Paracheva a fost născută la începutul secolului al 11-lea 
dintr-o familie cu stare, nobilă și credincioasă din satul Epivat, 
de pe malul Mării Marmara. La vârsta de 10 ani,   în timp ce 
participa la Sfânta Liturghie a auzit cuvintele: “De va vrea 
cinvea să vină după Mine, să se lepede de sine, să-și ia crucea 
sa și să-mi urmeze Mie” (Marcu 8,34).Cuvintele Domnului au 
avut un profund impact asupra tinerei fecioare, începând să 
lucreze în inima ei. A început să îmbrace pe săraci cu  hainele 
ei scumpe. (Vezi pagina 4) 

TROPAR 
“Întru tine, maică, cu osârdie s-a mântuit cel după chip. Că luând 
crucea ai urmat lui Hristos. Și lucrând ai învățat să nu se uite la 
trup, că este trecător; ci să poarte grijă de suflet, de lucrul cel 
nemuritor. Pentru aceasta, și cu îngerii, împreună se bucură, Cuvi-

oasă Maică Parascheva, duhul tău.” 

TROPAR 
“The image of God was truly preserved in you, O Mother, for 
you took up the Cross and followed Christ. By so doing you 
taught us to disregard the flesh for it passes away, but to care 
instead for the soul, since it is immortal.  Therefore your spir-
it, venerable Parascheva, rejoices with the angels.” 
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THE CALENDAR IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE!  7 DAY VIGIL LIGHTS – NARTHEX 
• Simona Cismașiu ÎM tatălui meu Ioan și a tuturor celor 

decedaţi din familie. 

• Trifu family IMO mother, and grandmother, Draga, and 
father, grandfather and great grandfather Milan. May they 
rest in peace with the Lord. Odihnă veșnică. 

• Ana Mohan ÎM soțului George, a fiului George și a tuturor 
celor dragi din familie mutați de la noi. Veți fi mereu în inima 
mea. (2) 

• Maria Grama in memory of husband Florin Grama. Odihnă 
veșnică. 

• Alex & Florica Cotrau IM cumnatei Maria Cotrau. 

• Dumitru & Paraschiva Vasu-Family IMO all family members 
fallen asleep in the Lord. Always in our hearts. Memory 
eternal. 

• Dan & Mirela Rudary IMO  of all our deceased family mem-
bers. May God rest them in peace! 

• family members fallen asleep in the Lord. Memory eternal! 

• Studeny & Mortus Families IMO Ronald Studeny, husband, 
father and mosu. 

• Gloria Haak in loving memory of my dear Al. Memory eter-
nal. 

• Carmen Albu IMO my father Traian & my mother Georgeta. 
Memory eternal! Always in my heart!(2) 

• Aneta & Valer Alba IMO Natalia & Virgil Scarlat. 

• Dan & Mirela Rudary IMO mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother Elena on her birthday. May God rest her in 
peace! 

• Maria Roșu and Micu, Luminița, Angela, Alexandra, IM 
soțului, tatălui și bunicului Iosif  care de curând s-a dus de 
lângă noi, ca o lumânare. Bunul Dumnezeu să-i ierte toate 
greșelile și îngerii să-i ducă sufletul cu drepții. Vei fi mereu 
în inima noastra. Odihnă veșnică. 

• Maria Roșu ÎM fratelui Ștefan adormit în Domnul în Serbia. 

• Paraschiva Vasu & Family IMO loving husband, father & 
bunicu Dumitru Vasu. Always in our hearts. Memory eternal. 

May God rest them in peace! Dumnezeu să-i odihnească!  
 

• Simona Cismașiu pentru sănătatea familiei. 
• Ana Mohan pentru sănătate,  mulțumire și ajutor de la 

bunul Dumnezeu la toată familia. 
•  John & Elena Biliboaca for the good health of all fami-

ly and God’s blessings. 
• Gerald Largent for the good health of all ST. Pantelei-

mon residents. 
• Carmen Popa în onoarea părinților mei Ana și Alexan-

dru. 
• Dan & Mirela Rudary in honor of parents & grandpar-

ents Drs. Turc & Convery on their anniversary. May 
God grant them many happy, healthy years! 

• Marioara Sarsama pentru sănătate la copii Ovidiu, Cris-
tina, Ramona, Chris, Clarissa, Adolfo, Pete, Kylly și 
toată familia. 

• Oster pentru sănătatea familiei și a prietenilor, cu 
mulțumire lui Dumnezeu. 

• Dumitru & Paraschiva Vasu-family for the good health 
of our family and God’s blessings. 

• Elena Graur pentru sănătate Ionuț, Andreea, Diana, Iu-
lia, Mike, frații mei , fam. Radu, fam. Popescu 

• Gerald Largent for the speedy recovery of Archiman-
drite  Gregory. 

• Felicia pentru sănătate Bogdan, pentru călători Bogdan. 
• Fam. Cotrău în onoarea fam. David & Christina O’Con-

nell 

THIS WEEK:  
 

Sunday October, 13: 8:30 am Matins; 9:30 am Divine 
Liturgy 
Monday October,14: (+) Ven. Parascheva of Jassy  
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday October,15: 6:00 pm Bible Study 
Wednesday October, 16: 7:00 pm Parish Council 
Meeting 
Saturday October, 19:  School Farm Trip; 11:00 am 
Baptism Elijah Fender; 5:00 pm Vespers & Confessions 

 
 

NEXT WEEK: 
 

Sunday October, 20: 8:30 am Matins; 9:30 am Divine 
Liturgy 
Tuesday October, 22: 6:00 pm Bible Study 
Saturday October, 26: 9:00 am Divine Liturgy  
(+) Great –Martyr Demetrios the myrrh-streaming;  
5:00 pm Vespers & Confessions; Hall Rental 

Altar Boys for October, 20: Anton Mortus, Mason Fuciu, 
Brayden & Skyler Sacu. 

Epitropi: Group 1 

Nursing Home 
 

Earl  Rindfleisch.........................................................................Ohio Veterans Sandusky 
Octavia Peicu.................................................Altenheim Senior Living,  Strongsville 
Maria Mustea......................................................North Olmsted Recreation & Rehab 
Pauline    Trutza..................................................................................................Ennis Court 
Mike Holtz.............................................................Parkside Villa, Middleburg Heights 
Lucica Fogoros..............................................................................O’Neil, North Olmsted 

 
ALTAR BREAD - PRESCURI 

 
• Simona Cismașiu ÎM tatălui meu Ioan și a tuturor celor decedați din 

familie. 

• Ana Mohan ÎM soțului George, a fiului George și a tuturor celor dragi 
din familie mutați de la noi. Veți fi mereu în inima mea. (6) 

• Ștefan Trifu and Violeta, Etheniel & Claudia, Cristian, Elisabeta & 
James Bodnar, Maxim & Grayson IMO recently passed away father, 
grandfather, great grandfather Milan Trifu. 

• Maria Roșu and Micu, Luminița, Angela, Alexandra, IM soțului, tatălui 
și bunicului Iosif  care de curând s-a dus de lângă noi, ca o lumânare. 
Bunul Dumnezeu să-i ierte toate greșelile și îngerii să-i ducă sufletul cu 
drepții. Vei fi mereu în inima noastra. Odihnă veșnică. 

• Alex & Florica Cotrau IM cumnatei Maria Cotrau (1) 

• Maria Roșu ÎM fratelui Ștefan adormit în Domnul în Serbia. 

• Paraschiva Vasu & Family IMO loving husband, father & bunicu Du-
mitru Vasu. Always in our hearts. Memory eternal. 

• Fam. Inoan IMO mamei, bunici, străbunici, Jenică Stoica. Dumnezeu  
   să-i odihnească în pace. 
 
 

May God rest them in peace! Dumnezeu să-i odihnească!  
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IMPORTANT PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Council 

President: 

Vasile Peicu 

(216) 240- 3299 

Ladies Auxiliary President: 

Maria Tent 

(216) 272-5961 

Custodian: 

Marian Ciuta 

(216) 513-5535  

Financial Secretary: 

Simona Sarsama 

(216) 533-4636 

Hall Rental: 
Italian Creations:  
(216) 226-2282 

EMERGENCIES: 

Fr. Remus Grama 

(216) 406 - 3654 

Apel:   
SPONSOR PENTRU  

 
ÎMPRUMUTUL BANCAR AL BISERICII! 

 
În efortul nostru de a plăti împrumutul bancar al 

bisericii, am făcut un apel către enoriașii și prietenii 
noștri, pentru sponsorizare împrumutului lunar, în 
valoare de $1500.  

Până acum, am avut un răspuns foarte bun, iar 
sponsorii noștri au fost recunoscuți în buletinul 
săptămânal și în raportul nostru pe anul 2023.  

Dacă altcineva mai dorește să ajute în următoarele 
luni, vă rugăm să ne anunțați, sau să scrieți un cec și să-l 
trimiteți prin poștă, sau să-l lăsați la Epitropi duminică. 

 

 
Vă mulțumim tuturor pentru generozitate! 

120th  ANNIVERSARY Thank you! 

                                       Our 120th Anniversary was filled with 

God’s   presence among us. His Eminence Archbishop NA-

THANIEL and His Grace Andrei presided over our services. 

Saturday evening they were greeted with flowers by our Church 

School children. A Memorial Service was offered for the found-

ers of the church.   Beside them, we were glad to have over Father 

Spyridon Ikes of Hermitage, PA, Rev. Fr. Cosmin Barbos of 

Pittsburg and Fr. Cezar Pelin of Moncton, NB, Canada, who 

stayed until Sunday.  A lovely reception was prepared by the 

ladies of the parish.  

Sunday, Besides the above clergy we also had with us Fr. Dea-

con Nick Neagoe, who is attached to the Cathedral. Once again, 

hospitality was shown with bread and salt by Georgiana Bobes 

and flowers were offered by the little children. After services, 

homilies were given by Father Remus Grama and Father Cezar 

Pelin. Then, the new Troitza was blessed. Ion Tilica, sculptor, 

was also present. A special memento was offered to the Grovu 

Family, donors.  

The dinner was attended by 320 participants, who had the privi-

lege to view a film from the History of Saint Mary. The festivi-

ties were held in a lovely ambiance, with fancy decorated tables. 

Father Grama welcomed and recognized the presence of the pre-

sent and former Parish Council Presidents as well as Ladies 

Auxiliary Presidents and special guests.  

His Eminence NATHANIEL evoked the previous Hierarchs and 

Clergy, mentioning especially: Fr. Moise Balea and Frs. John 

Trutza, Vasile Hategan and Richard Grabowski. He thanked Fr 

Remus and  P-sa Elena Grama for their 35 years of service at St. Mary’s. 

The Banquet was preceded by a special reception for the anniversary families. Then the meal, prepared by our La-
dies Auxiliary was served by the parish youth. The day was concluded in a spirit of prayer, peace and love.  

Mark Your Calendar 

 
On Sunday, November 10, we will have a Pre-
Thanksgiving Dinner and we invite you with love. 
More details are yet to come.   
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The Pious Saint Parascheva of Jassy  
(Continued from page 1) 

Later, she earned her recognition as a patron saint of such 
trades as spinning, sewing, weaving, and knitting – but 
her parents objected, finding the girl's charity more than 
they could understand or support, and trying to get her to 
stop. Following her calling, Parascheva abandoned wealth 
and privileges, left her parents, and ran away to Constan-
tinople. There, near the relics of many saints, she spent 
her time in prayer, meditating on the words of Christ. To 
elude her parents, who were traveling from city to city 
trying to find her, she moved to Chalcedon, and then in 
Heraclea Pontica. She spent the next five years there, li- 
ving an austere life of prayer and devotion. During her 
prayers she received visions of the Holy Virgin Mary.  In 
one of the visions, she was instructed to go to Jerusalem. 
After spending some time in the city, she joined a convent 
in the Jordanian desert. A few years later, she returned to 
Constantinople and then, at the age of twenty five, moved 
to the village of Katikratia where, at the "Church of the 
Holy Apostles", she lived the remaining two years of her 
life. She returned to Epivata, where she died as a stranger. 
Later on her relics were moved to Tirnovo (today’s Bul-
garia), then to Belgrade (today’s Serbia), and finally to 
Constantinople. In 1641, they were given as a gift to the 
Prince of Moldavia, Vasile Lupu, in recognition of his 
enormous financial support (500 bags of gold) given by 
him to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 
Her intact relics have remained in Iasi ever since. She is 
venerated as the Protector of Iasi and all of Moldova. 
Each year, hundreds of thousands of Orthodox faithful 
and hierarchs from many countries gather in Iasi to cele-
brate her feast day and venerate her holy relics, which 
continue to work many miracles and healings among the 
faithful.    (Reprint) 

CUVIOASA SFÂNTA PARASCHEVA DE LA IAȘI 
(Urmare din pagina 1) 

Mai târziu ea a devenit patroana torcătorilor, 
țesătorilor și al celor ce croșetează, însă părinții săi      
s-au opus faptelor ei de caritate, neînțelegând-o și 
punându-i piedici. Urmându-și chemare, Parascheva a 
renunțat la bogăție și privilegii, și-a parasit familia și a 
plecat la Constantinopol.  Acolo, lângă moaștele mul-
tor sfinți, și-a petrecut viața în rugăciune, cugetând la 
cuvintele lui Hristos. Ferindu-se de părinții care o 
căutau pretutindeni, sfânta s-a mutat la Calcedon, iar 
apoi la Heraclea Pontică. Și-a petrecut următorii cinci 
ani într-o austral viață de rugăciune și devoțiune.       
În timp ce se ruga a primit viziuni de la Preacurata      
Fecioara Maria.  Într-una dintre viziuni, aceasta a in-
struit-o să meargă la Ierusalim. Ascultând, și-a 
petrecut viața în sfânta cetate, până când s-a alipit de o 
mânăstire de femei din pustia Iordaniei. Peste câțiva 
ani a revenit la Constantinopol, iar la vârsta de 25 de 
ani s-a mutat în Katicratia, unde și-a petrecut următorii 
doi ani la biserica Sfinților Apostoli . S-a întors apoi la 
Epivata, murind acolo ca o străină. Moaștele ei au fost 
mutate la Tîrnovo (Bulgaria), apoi la Belgrad (Serbia) 
iar apoi la Constantinopol. În 1641 AD, moaștele ei au 
fost dăruite Domnitorului Vasile Lupu al Moldovei ca 
mulțumită pentru cei 500 pungi de aur plătite de el 
Sultanului pentru plata datoriei Patriarhiei Ecumenice. 
De atunci, moaștele ei întregi se află în Iași. Ea este 
cinstită ca ocrotitoare a Iașilor și a întregii Moldove. 
În fiecare an, sute de mii de pelerine și ierarhi din alte 
țări, de pretutindeni, se adună în Iași spre a cinsti praz-
nicul și a venera sfintele sale moaște, care continuă să 
sâvârșească numeroase minuni și să tămăduiască 
poporul bine-credincios. Preacuvioasă Maică Para-
scheva, roagă-te lui Dumnezeu pentru noi! (Reprodus) 

Museum Donation 

       H.E. Archbishop Nathaniel of R.O.E.A. donated to our Museum ten paintings from Predeteanu Collection. We like 
to thank His Eminence for his consideration of our Museum. Some of these will be on display in a future exposition.    

Dumitru N. Vasu 26 Oct 1957- 9 Oct, 2024 

Dumitru N. Vasu, age 66, of Middleburg Heights, Ohio, passed away on October 9, 2024. 
Born on October 26, 1957, in Arpașu de Jos, Romania, to Gheorghe(deceased) and Leonora 
(Bogdan) Vasu Dumitru came to the United States in October of 1978 at the age of 20 in 
pursuit of the American dream. Driven by the desire to escape communist Romania and 
build a better life for himself and his future family, Dumitru worked tirelessly to create 
opportunities for his children to grow up in a land of freedom and prosperity. He worked for 
many years as a winder operator and machine setup specialist before retiring. 
 
Dumitru Vasu was married for 43 years to his beloved wife, Paraschiva Vasu (née Sârbu). 
Toghether they raised two sons, Michael(married to Daisy) and Christopher(married to Jena). He loved being 
“bunicu” to his grandchildren Abigail, Troy and Blair. 
 
Visitation: Friday, October 11,2024 from 4:00 pm to 9:00pm at Corrigan Craciun Funeral Home, 14768 Lorain Ave, 
Cleveland, Oh, 44111. A Saracusta prayer service will be held at 7:00pm. 

 
Funeral Service: Saturday, October 12, 2024, at 9:00 am at St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral. 
 
Luncheon Reception: After the interment, at St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral’s Social Hall. 

Veșnică pomenire! Memory eternal! 
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Be a Church Member! 
 
Filled with joy by our 120th anniversary, I am writing to thank you all for your active participation to the life and 
needs of our community. Since 1904, our parish brings together  all those who are of the same Faith. Generations 
of faithful like you and I gave contributed that we may have a nice church and vibrant parish. Their names are 
written in the Book of Life. 
 
If you are not a member of our church, this is the right time to become one. In order to be a part of our church, 
one is to share in the same faith, to receive the Holy Mysteries and share in our responsibilities. The Lord loves 
not only who hear the word of God, but especially those who do it! 
 
As we are coming closer to the end of the year, we are sending you a financial statement that reflects your level of 
donations to our church, this year. If you have not sent in your membership dues, this is also a reminder and an 
opportunity to weigh out and catch up with you donations. I remind you also that our dues are $210/person. How-
ever, membership is a matter of the heart and it must be done with the blessing of the Priest.  

Thank YOU, Volunteers! 

Many thanks to ALL those who made our anni-
versary an unforgettable experience:  

The Hierarchs, the clergy, the choir, the Ladies 
Auxiliary, those who prepared the receptions on 
Saturday and Sunday, and especially the meal for 
the festive banquet. The arrangement of the tables, 
the hall decorations and the flowers also involved 
much effort and love. The table covers were do-
nated by Party Décor. Many thanks to the Sunday 
School children who greeted the Hierarchs, and 
the Parish youth who served at the banquet. 

The large number of helpers preclude us from 
mentioning all the names, but we are assured that 
the Lord God knows the name and the effort of 
each.  

Support IOCC 
 

       This year, the IOCC Wine Tasting will take place on 
Monday, October 21, at St. Michael’s Woodside Event Cen-
ter, 5025 Mill Rd., Broadview Heights, OH 44147, from 6 pm 
to 10 pm. This event features a four course dinner with wine 
pairings, silent auction baskets, a wine cork pull and a 50/50 

fast cash drawing. In addition to your attendance at the 
event, we ask for your support in donating any of the 
following items: themed baskets, gift cards, and bottles 
of wine, that need to be received by October 15, 2024.   
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our re-
quest. Please, contact Diane Hastings 
(dianehastings3@gmail.com), or Liliana Bruckner 
(cispa77@aol.com) if you have any questions, if you 
need additional tickets, or if you wish to schedule a time 
to pick up your donation.   
           
   Sincerely, 
Diane Hastings, 
 
                 IOCC Northeast Ohio Chairperson 

mailto:cispa77@aol.com
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